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Julia: ‘Roberts’ mmxe “]Zrm Brm:kuv-
ich” s true. - - =
‘His daughter d‘lﬂ wear ﬂashy G[l:}[h es;

- movie depicls, she did, wnilcmt any
© legal tramming, sign 600 plﬂimifﬁ; in a
- case against the California ulihity
PE&G, lcading to the largest direct-

action ' :settlement in - U.S.. hislory:
: $333.miltion. _
- But moviegoers also mlght be inter-

es[ndtnknﬂwthat nmavﬂrj.rlhmgmthe

movie 15 true..

; "‘Yﬂarsagnlwas MlESWiﬁhlla, SAYS

Roberts,: playing  Brockovich, 1

Z -tlmught it=meani 1 was’ -gonna do

something important with my life.”
Sotry, but. Brockovich wasn’t Miss

Wichita, In California; she was: named’
- Miss Pacific Coast. As “for: Wichita,
well, Brockovich:{{who grew upas’ Frmf'
Pattae)mactuaily from’Lawsence, Kan. .

She’s a 1978 graduate af Lawn:nccf‘-..

High School and fora a'very shnrt Lime,

part?‘tﬂg& '
- “industrial cagineer who retired after
w20 years with the U.S. Depariment of
She ‘is twice-divorced. ‘And, as the

Brockovich more

attended: Kansaq State Umvers:t}r
“Itwas one semester. She majored in
smd her .dad,” a former

Transportation. Brockovich’s  mom;
B.}. Pattee, wastheonctime head ofthe
University of Kansas Alumni Associ-
ation’s magazine.

Although both of Brockovich’s par-

ents gradvated from . KU, their

-daughter had other interests.

- It was pretty obvious,” Pdttﬁn said.

“Based -on her grades and what was
Cpoing on., college wasn’t for her.”

- Brockovich headed to Dallas in 1979

“to atlend Miss Wade's Fashion Mer-

chandising School and graduated with
an associate’s degree.

*From therc she want to the West
Coast,” her dad said.

hm,” .
Brockovich is the voungest of four

“children. Her older brother, Frank Ir.,

“Her older .
- brother was living out there and
'w:}rkmg then: She was living with

52, lives in Topeka, Kan. , working as a
d 1str1b_umr for Oroweat Bﬂkmg Co.Her
older -sisler, Jodie Knight, 30, 1§ a
former Jolirey ballerina, teaching and
ltving on a horse ranch in Silver City,
N.M. Her brother-Tom died of an
asthma attack in 1994 al age 38.
While in California, Brockovich met
her first husband, restaurant manager

‘Shawn Brown. They married in 1982
and hadtwochildren, Matthew, 17,and .
_Katie, 15.

“She Wwas a lmusemﬂthm Pattec
sard. “He was on the West Cnast a short
time and then they transferred him to

The couple divorced in 1987.
Brockovich met Steve Brockovich in
1989 in a Reno stockbroker’s office.

Reno.”

-They married, but the kids didn’t

accept him. Just as the divorce was
finalized in 1999, Brockovich discov-
ered she was pregnant with her third
child, Elizabeth, now-9.

The movie depiction of Emckuwch’ '

life picksup 5001 after.InReno shewas

Real story goes beyond the blg screen:

TalktoFrank Pattce, the real-life dad- .
of the real-life Erin: ‘Brockovich, and '
 he'lltell you, neatly-everything in ‘the .

in-a car crash (the movie shows L.A.).

After moving to L.A,, she hires the law.
firm of Masry & Vititoein 1991 tosettle .

her claims. {In the movie she received
no settlement; m life she did.)

“She was going through some tough
times,” Pattee said. “Three kids. No
child 511[}[3{}11‘. No alimony of any kind.
She’s on her own and how 15 she going
to survive?”

The movie, -of course, tells h::w.
lawyer Ed Masry. {piayed by Albert
Finney) hires Brockovich as a clerical

WoOrker.
“She was l{:-ﬂkmg fora job, and they

feit sorry forher,” Pattee said,
The rest is. movie and legal history.

At Masry & Vititoc, Brockovich helped

prove that a rash of illnesses, from
nosebleeds to cancer, plaguing the tiny

town of Hinkley, Cahf‘ was the resuli
of water and soil cﬂntammaled with
chromium V1used by the local Pacific

Electric & Gas plant. She rallies the
townfolk. A lawsuit 15 filed.
Brockovich, who turns 40 in June,

han movie

“went from ea.fning $800 a month as 4
clerk, to receiving a $2 million bonus
for hf:r work on the case,

Hollywood got hold of Bmcknwch‘
story after co-executive producer Carla
Santos Shamberg first heard it while at
the office of & chiropractor whom
Brockovich also sees.

In March, Brockovich married 34-
year-old actor Eric Ellis, At Masry &
Vititoe, she’s involved 1n several new
toxic conlamination cases.

Although more successful than she
could have ever imagined, her 15-hour
workdays -have taken a loll on the
family. Brockovich last year sent both
Matthew and Katie to boarding schools

after she discovered they were taking

drugs and had been chmmcally absent
from school, The children rﬂpﬂﬂﬂdlv
arec doang better. .

“1 don’t know what if w.;ls, a stmke of
the Lord orsomething when she started
that job,” Pattec said. “She was never
an outstanding student, but she was a
smart-enough gal. She -got starled on

.this case, apparently, she must have a

steel-trap ‘mind. Talk to her todav,
you ::l think slm had a chem ical engi-
neer’'s degree.”



